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STATUTES OF THE PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL 

 

NATURE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL 

1.  The Presbyteral Council of the Roman Catholic Military Ordinariate of Canada is the 

council of representatives of the presbyterium responsible for helping the Bishop, in accordance 

with the law of governance of the Military Ordinariate, in promoting, as effectively as possible, 

the well-being of the Ordinariate’s priests, as well as the spiritual well-being of that portion of 

God’s people who are entrusted to him. 

 
MEMBERS 

2.  Six members will be elected from among all the college of priests in the Ordinariate. 

These are Regular chaplains, Reserve chaplains and Retired priests. 

 

3.  The vicar general is an ex officio member of the Council. 

 

4.  The Military Ordinary may freely appoint other priests as members, as long as the elected 

members represent at least half of the Council. 

 
ELECTIONS 

5.  Every priest: 

a. has an active voice (right to vote); 

b. has a passive voice (right to be elected). 

 

6.  The Military Ordinary or his delegate will convene in writing, the priests to the election 

of the members of the Presbyteral Council, indicating the manner of the election. Once the 

convocation has been legitimately done, the right to vote belongs to the persons specified in the 

convocation. 
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7.  The Military Ordinary will declare the six candidates who have received the highest 

number of votes members of the Council. In the case of a tie, the Military Ordinary will make the 

final selection. 

 

MANDATE 

8.  By the very fact of agreeing to his nomination as a candidate for the election, an elected 

member automatically becomes a full-fledged member of the Council. 

 

9.  The duration of the mandate will be: 

a. two years for the members appointed by the Bishop; 

b. two years for the members elected by the general assembly of priests; and 

c. the mandates may be renewable once. 

 

10.  A member’s seat may become vacant during the year because of resignation, removal or 

a posting outside of a Canadian Forces base/wing/formation. In this case, the executive 

committee will fill the vacant seat within three months of the vacancy.  

When the Episcopal See is vacant, the Presbyteral Council ceases. Within a year of taking 

possession of the See, the Military Ordinary must establish the Council anew. 

 

CONVENING AND PRESIDING OF MEETINGS 

11.  It is incumbent upon the Military Ordinary or his delegate to convene the Presbyteral 

Council, to preside over it and to determine the issues to be discussed or accept questions from 

the members. 

 

a. ''If deemed necessary and appropriate, the bishop may allow the Council to meet by 

other means such as telephone or video conferencing.” 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

12.  To assist the Ordinary in his role as President of the Presbyteral Council, an executive 

committee will be constituted. The Council’s members will determine the officers of the 

executive committee. The officers are the following: 
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a. The President; 

b. The Vice-President; and 

c. The secretary who records in writing the minutes of the meetings of the Council and 

provides written convocation to meetings, along with the necessary information 

pertaining to such meetings. 

 
POWERS 

13.  The Presbyteral Council is an advisory body. The Military Ordinary will hear it on 

matters of very great importance. He will it also obtain its consent in cases expressly designed by 

law. Among those matters for which the Code of Canon Law requires consultation with or the 

consent of the Presbyteral Council are the following:  

a. on the advisability of convoking a Diocesan Synod (Canon 461),  

b. on the establishment, modification or division or suppression of any parish (Canon 

515.2),  

c. in the formulation of statutes regarding the remuneration of priests and the disposition 

of stole fees (Canon 531),  

d. in determining whether or not to require a Pastoral Council in every parish (Canon 

536.1),  

e. in the decision regarding permission to build a church (Canon 1215.2),  

f. in the decision regarding imposing a moderate diocesan tax, or extraordinary tax for 

grave diocesan needs on physical and juridic persons (Canon 1263),  

g. in selecting from a list proposed by the bishop a group of pastors to serve as advisors 

in the matters outlined in Canons 1742-1752.  

 
PUBLICATION OF COUNCIL DELIBERATIONS 

14.  The Presbyteral Council may never act without the Military Ordinary who is solely 

responsible for promulgating decisions in cases where he has explicitly consulted this Council. 

 
OBLIGATIONS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 

15.  The role of a Council member is to be a representative and spokesperson for priests of his 

region and to provide liaison between them and the Council. To do this, he must: 



4/4 
 

a.  Periodically contact priests in their region by telephone or mail in order to keep 

himself informed of his colleagues ‘concerns; 

b.  Participate in regional meetings of the Ordinariate in order to understand the joys 

and difficulties of the priests’ ministry; and 

c.  Be in regular contact with the Council President in order to submit to him items 

for the Council meeting agenda. 

 
DISSOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL 

16.  If the Presbyteral Council would not carry out its assigned duty for the benefit of the 

diocese or seriously abuse its mandate, the Ordinary, after consultation with the Bishop’s 

Pastoral Council, could dissolve it, but he would be obliged to reconstitute it within three months 

of the dissolution. 

 

AMENDMENTS 

17.  Amendments to the statutes of the Presbyteral Council must be passed by a two-third 

majority of the Council and approved by the Military Ordinary. 

 

Signed in Ottawa, on 22 June 2021 

+ Scott McCaig, CC 

Military Ordinary of Canada 

 


